Auditor General for Wales’ Audit Certificate and report
I report in respect of my audit of the accounts under section 13 of the Act, whether any matters that come to my
attention give cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. My audit has
been conducted in accordance with guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales.
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2020 of:
Llanfairfechan Town Council

Auditor General’s report
Audit opinion - Qualified
Except for those matters set out in my Basis for Qualification below, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention giving
cause for concern that in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return:

•
•
•
•

has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;
that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met;
is not consistent with the Council’s/Committee’s governance arrangements; and
that the Council/Committee does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in
its use of resources.

Basis for Qualification
In my opinion the Annual Governance Statement is inconsistent with the arrangements in place at the Council.
Assertion 1: The Council states it has put in place arrangements for approval of the annual accounts
The Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 require the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) to certify the accounting
statement prior to the Council approving the accounting statemen. This must be completed by 30 June. If this date is not
achieved, the Council must publish a notice stating why this was not achieved. The RFO and Council signed the annual return
on 11 November 2020. The Council did not provide a copy of the required notice for audit. The Council apparently approved
the accounts on 22 July 2020 but the RFO did not certify the accounts until 11 November 2020. Therefore, in my opinion, the
Council did not comply with the requirements of the Regulations.
Other matters arising and recommendations
I draw the following matters to the Council’s attention. Although they do not affect my audit opinion, the Council should ensure
that these matters are addressed.
Approval of accounts
The annual return indicates that the Council approved the return on 20 July 2020. However, the minutes of the meeting do not
clearly record the approval. Furthermore, the Regulations require the person presiding at the meeting to sign the accounts as
evidence of this approval. This should take place immediately.
We recommend that the Council clearly minutes its approval of the accounts and that the annual return is signed at the meeting
during which it is approved.
Information required for audit
Each year, the audit notice specifies information that is required for the purposes of the audit. The Council did not provide
either an explanation of significant variances or a schedule of its meetings. Failure to provide this information results in
additional audit work and audit fees.
We recommend that the Council checks that the information provided for audit meets the requirements set out in the audit
notice for that year.
There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention

Date: 21/04/2022

Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales
* Delete as appropriate.

